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What Would You Like To Do? 

Download 

Historical 

Aerial Photos 

Learn More 

About the 

Project 



Click each question to see the answer. 

1. Why does this project exist? 

2. How can we use historical aerial photos? 

3. What’s the point? 

4. Where are we now? 

5. How do I download photos? 

6. How can I help? 

7. Who else is involved? 

8. Where can I learn even more? 

Back to Questions 



Why does this project exist? 
The Oklahoma Corporation Commission has been 

collecting and scanning hard copies of aerial 

photographs for years as needed for Pollution 

Abatement cases to create timelines of historic 

contamination events. 

 

Thanks to EPA UIC Special Project Grant funds and 

Brownfields Program funding, the project has grown 

and the OCC’s historical aerial collection has 

ballooned. 

Back to Questions 



 

“With all your power,  
what would you do?”3 

2 http://tethys.dges.ou.edu/main/ 

3Flaming Lips, The. (2006). The Yeah Yeah Yeah Song (With All Your Power) [Recorded by The Flaming Lips]. On At War with the Mystics [CD] 

 

Track historical 

pollution events 

to their source 

and start date 

Study historical 

development 

and urban 

sprawl in cities 

Study land use 

and land cover 

change2 

 

Conduct Phase I 

Environmental 

Site 

Assessments  

and All 

Appropriate 

Inquiry studies 

Aid in legal 

disputes over 

property, river 

rights, and 

transportation 

rights-of-way 

Research a 

property’s past 

Study changes 

on your property 

or neighborhood 

How can we use historical aerial 
photographs? 

Aid in water 

studies, such as 

tracking river 

migration, finding 

historic wetlands, 

identifying potential 

threats to 

waterbodies, and 

more 

Back to Questions 



What’s the point? 
 Provide data for better 

environmental decision-making 

 Crowdsourced georectification 

to build dataset 

 Provide free public access to 

data collected with taxpayer 

money 

 Preserve historical data – Many 

of the photo negatives have 

been lost, and the hard copy 

prints are becoming worn, 

faded, and lost to time and 

forgetful borrowers 

 

Back to Questions 



Where are we now? 

Each colorful square is 
a georeferenced 
aerial photo. 
 
Click here to view the 
Inventory Web App. 

Back to Questions 

http://arcg.is/189Dby
http://arcg.is/189Dby
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How do I download photos? 

Back to Questions 

Search 
Using OCC 
Web App 

Search 
Using FTP 

Site 



Search Using OCC Web App 

This web app replaced the 30+ pages of excel spreadsheet records that used to be at the 

end of this document. Instead of scrolling through pages of tables, you can now zoom to 

your county of interest and click the camera icon to see what photo sets are available for 

that county. 

** There are some photo sets that do not have an icon on the map, such as several 

watershed sets from the University of Oklahoma. To see information about these sets, 

you can view or download the attribute table of the Inventory shapefile.** 

Back to Questions 

Click here to begin 

http://arcg.is/1rm1jC


Search Using FTP Site 

Log in to the FTP site and sift through the folders yourself. 

Using an FTP client like Filezilla makes navigating the folders a lot easier. 

No matter what browser you use, the username is okmaps_hp and the password is spamk077. 

 

FTP folder contents: 

1. CorpCom/ – all photo sets; listed by county-year set name 

2. georefd/ - all georeferenced sets; organized by decade, then year, then  set name 

3. OK_SS_Photos_FTP/ - all scanned-and-separated-into-townships sets; organized by decade, then year, then 

township (these are really just there to link to the OKMaps point shapefile, but feel free to download everything 

and rearrange them yourself if you’d like) 

4. OK_SS_Photos_FTP_old/ - same as above, but not updated anymore 

5. shapefiles/ - these are the point shapefiles you see on the OKMaps Data Viewer 

6. sns/ - all scanned-and-not-separated–into-townships sets; organized by decade, then year, then set name 

Back to Questions 
Click here to launch in 

Internet Explorer 
Click here to launch in 

Chrome or Firefox 

https://filezilla-project.org/
ftp://okmaps.org/okmaps_hp
ftp://okmaps.org/


How can I help? 
 If you have hard copies of historical aerial photos or 

know where some are, tell us. 

 If you can send us scanned images of historical aerial 

photos, let us know. 

 If you download our photos and georeference them 

yourself, send them back to us. 

 If you have an entire classroom of students that need 

something to do for a georeferencing lesson, tell us. 

 

We’d love to work with you. 

m.dillner@occemail.com  

Back to Questions 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8bugGCWwbw8Q0Mxc3BWNk53b3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8bugGCWwbw8Q0Mxc3BWNk53b3M/view?usp=sharing
mailto:m.dillner@occemail.com

